GENEVA

front me with a black depth of scoundrelism which
calls for nothing short of your immediate execution.

The Leaders and the British contingent^ except the
Newcomer^ rise indig-
nantly.

NEWCOMER. Hear
hear! Hear hear!
Hear hear! s i R o.
Scoundrelism !

BATTLER.       ExeCU-
tlOn!     BOMBARDONE.

You are mad.

JUDGE. If you dis-
like the word execu-
tion I am willing
to substitute liquidation. The word scoundrelism
and its adjectives I cannot withdraw. Your objective
is domination: your weapons fire and poison, starva-
tion and ruin, extermination by every means known
to science. You have reduced one another to such a
condition of terror that no atrocity makes you recoil
and say that you will die rather than commit it. You
call this patriotism, courage, glory. There are a thou-
sand good things to be done in your countries. They
remain undone for hundreds of years; but the fire and
the poison are always up to date. If this be not scoun-
drelism what is scoundrelism? I give you up as hope-
less. Man is a failure as a political animal. The
creative forces which produce him must produce
something better. [The telephone rings']. Pardon me a
moment. [Into the telephone] Yes? What? Say that
again: I must take it down: I do not understand.
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